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Dr. Peter Lindquist from the University of Toledo recaps Hwy H2O workshop 
 
On September 19, 2011 the University of Toledo hosted a bi-national workshop on the Great Lakes 
Maritime Information Delivery System (GLMIDS) for members of Highway H2O.  Participants included 
members of the Seaway Management Corporation, port authorities, industry representatives and 
academics from the U.S. and Canada.  The day began with welcoming remarks from Bruce Hodgson, 
Director of Highway H2O, and Dr. Peter Lindquist, Associate Professor of Geography and Planning and 
the Principal Investigator for the GLMIDS project.  Dr. Lindquist continued with an overview of the system, 
focusing on the contents of the information clearinghouse, database, and the Midwest FreightView data 
viewing resource.   

 
Upon conclusion of morning discussions, participants entered the GISAG Center for practical “hands on” 
experience with the system.  Graduate Students affiliated with the project provided interactive 
demonstrations on the following web-based resources within the system:  

• Great Lakes Maritime Information Clearinghouse;     
• Original Midwest FreightView; 
• Updated and improved Midwest FreightView II; 
• Maritime Data Query Builder; 
• Midwest Freight Analyst; and 
• Lucas County Brownfield Data Viewer. 

 
Workshop participants were then given the opportunity to work with each of these resources during this 
session under the guidance of GISAG staff and students. 

 
The workshop concluded in the afternoon with participants’ feedback regarding the system’s data 
resources and the delivery system from the hands-on session. Participants provided valuable feedback of 
GLMIDS to the project team with respect to improvements in the system and how data resources can be 
enhanced.  Overall, the participants provided a favorable review of the system and recognized its value 
as a decision support system for economic decisionmaking and policy.   

 
Overall, GLMIDS can be described as a comprehensive data repository and information clearinghouse for 
the transportation industry in the Great Lakes region.  The system was designed to facilitate the 
acquisition, storage, management, analysis and exchange of data between analysts and stakeholders as 
a means to draw the link between freight movements and economic development.  This web-based 
information delivery system was developed and hosted by the Geographic Information Science and 
Applied Geographics (GISAG) Center at the University of Toledo.  The system provides access to a 
wealth of Great Lakes shipping and industry information and links to other information resources (firms, 
agencies, universities, etc.).  This system can be accessed through the clearinghouse at 
http://www.maritime.utoledo.edu.  This site also features an internet-based GIS data viewer in Midwest 
FreightView.  The main elements of this viewer include a centralized data repository for highway, rail, and 
waterway networks; ports and terminals, commodity flows by mode, population data, and economic 
activity.  Users can access the system to query and map a variety of datasets pertinent to shipping, 
transportation and commodity flows in the Great Lakes region.   
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